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UM NAMES MARCUS PERMANENT DIRECTOR OF BROADCAST MEDIA CENTER
MISSOULA ~
William Marcus has been named director of The University of Montana-Missoula’s
Broadcast Media Center, making permanent the post he has held as acting director for more than
two years, UM Executive Director of Information Technology John Cleaveland said.
Marcus was selected from a national Field ot 32 applicants, Cleaveland said, noting that the
permanent appointment reflects the quality of Marcus leadership during an unusually long term as
acting director.
"There was very strong campus support for his candidacy, Cleaveland said, and the
search process validated that high level of support.
Marcus has worked for UM s Telecommunications Center, which is in the process of a
name change to Broadcast Media Center, since he graduated from l M in 1974. That long and
varied involvement with the center will help make the transition to the center s First permanent
director since mid-1993 smooth and productive, Cleaveland said.
Marcus, too, pointed to his long involvement with the center, saying, "I’m very happy that
the long tradition of public radio and television that has developed at the University here will
continue with someone who grew up with it."
He said the next few years promise unique challenges and opportunities for public
broadcasting and for the center, which is launching a new public television station, KUFM-TV,
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later this year as a companion to its successful KUFM public radio station.
This is a crucial time for the center, Marcus said, adding that he applied for the permanent
directorship because he considers it essential that the center's movement forward "be guided by
someone with intimate knowledge of what has gone before."
As director, he said, he hopes to form coalitions both within and beyond campus to address
the upcoming challenges. One major objective, he said, will be to increase the center and
University's use of distance-learning technology to reach audiences who cannot travel to campus
and to expand UM’s public service mission.
The most immediate challenge, he said, is to get KUFM-TV ready to hit the airwaves in
October, "building on the good, solid foundation of KUFM Radio."
Before taking the center’s helm, Marcus served as operations director of the
Telecommunications Center and KUFM Radio; as production, development and promotion director
for KUFM; and as a producer and acting news director for KUFM. He hosts UM's award
winning "Backroads of Montana" television series and teaches radio production courses. He holds
a UM bachelor’s degree in radio-television.
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